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tain test of true miracles, founded on their professed
object^ and suggests that this will furnish us with
means of drawing the line of supernatural agency
in the early Church, " If [the final cause\" he says,
" be so important as to make the miracle necessary to
the ends of the dispensation, this is all that can be
reasonably required to entitle it to our belief; " so far
he is vindicating the Apostolic Miracles, and his rea-
soning is unexceptionable; but he adds in a note,
" Here, by the way, let me observe, that what is now
said.gives that criterion which Dr. Middleton and his
opponents, in a late controversy concerning miracles,
demanded of one another, and which yet both parties,
for some reasons or other, declined to give; namely,
some certain mark to enable men to distinguish, for
all the purposes of religion, between true ,and certain
miracles, and those which were false or doubtful."*
He begins by saying that miracles which subserve a
certain object deserve our consideration, he ends by
saying that those which- do not subserve it do not
deserve our consideration, and he makes himself the
judge whether they subserve it or not

II. Bishop Douglas, too, after observing that the
miracles of the second and third centuries have a
character less clearly supernatural and an evidence
less cogent than those of the New Testament, and
that the fourth and fifth are " ages of credulity and
tt Div. Leg. ix. 5.